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or going up in flame of fire* But it was precisely that
same " bloodlessness " which appealed so much to the
Germans themselves*

The legend of the " bloodless " Revolution, although
later events shattered it to fragments, was so extra-
ordinarily important in its inception, and had so great a
general effect in winning recognition, and even joyful
recognition, of the revolutionary idea from all sorts and
conditions of people who otherwise would never have
given in their consent to such an act, that it is well
worth while to spend a little time in examining it* This
chapter, therefore, will be devoted to such an examina-
tion* If it seems to deal with the realm of ideas and not
with the realm of facts* the reader must not blame me*
To those who made the German Revolution the^
ideas were the decisive thing, and I shall have more than
one occasion, even in this short book, to touch on that
theoretical and argumentative background which is so
marked a strength, and so marked a weakness, of German
political life*

The knowledge that the Revolution had been carried
through, and without bloodshed, had a tremendous
effect on the German mind* It gave the nation a
sensation of power, and seemed to be an adequate con-
tradiction for all time of those statements of political
inefficiency which had so cruelly hurt the national
pride* In order to understand the full force and the full
depth of these national feelings, it would be almost